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The trial version of this course will have very low impact. It will serve as 3 credits of Prof. Larsen’s
teaching load (already approved in 2010-2011 Workload) The course will requnre classroom
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proposed course.

Natural hazards are a fact of life, and their impacts can be severe and far-reaching.
Alaska is one of the most geologically active areas on the planet and its citizens are vulnerable
to a number of disasters from geologic (earthquakes, volcanoes, tsunamis) and non-geologic
(coastal erosion, climate change, melting permafrost) hazards. An understanding of types of
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writing, sociology, political science, public policy, emergency management, and business. A
primary objective is to give students a working knowledge of the science behind natural hazards,
to help them better prepare for their chosen careers.
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climate/weather related hazards, and the geoscience behind their causes. 2) Examine “case
studies” that present ways that humans have tried to mitigate disasters associated with different
types of hazards. 3) Explore the resulting societal impacts through case studies of recent
hazardous events. 4) Apply what is learned in lecture through in-class and associated homework
activities.

LEARNING OUTCOMES
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phenomena view the natural and human world. The course will provide avenues to appiy what
you have learned through class, homework, case study, and writing activities. Upon completion,
you will be able to:
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