
R.Stacheter 2009 Das Kabinett des Dr. Caligari 

Das Kabinett des Dr.Caligari 
 
Dramaturgical notes – a journey into the semiotics of Art and Arts, politics, lost mad 
science and their executioners – a place of shadows  
 
German Semiotics:  
 
“Kabinett” literal a cabinet 
  Literal a type of cheap wine kept in a cabinet 

Literal the term for a government in particular all ministers aka 
the most senior appointed officers in the respective department. 
  
 SCHATTENKABINETT literal a cabinet 
formed by the opposition party – in case of dissolution of the 
government these senior officers would take over.  
 
Subtext: after World War I even the cabinet in power were 
often viewed as A “Shadow ca


