UAMN Virtual Junior Curators: Animals in Art

Paint Fur Seal Art

Paint a fur seal rookery, based on the art of Henry Wood Elliot!

Materials NeededPaper, pencil, watercolor paints, paintbrushes,
paper towes.

Instructions:

Step 1 Draw a straight horizontal line across the
top third of your paper. This line is called therizon —~— —

line. The space above the horizon line will be the sky

Step 2 Draw a slightly wavy line across the bottom
third of the paper. The top (sky) is thackground.
The middle section (water) is theiddle ground,

and the bottom (beach) is thireground.You can
keep the landscape simple or add mountains or
cliffs in the distance.

Step 3 Draw large seals in the foreground and
smaller seals in the middle ground. If any seals are
in the water, make them the smallest. This will help
showperspectivan your painting. You may want to
make your rookery crowded with fur seals and fur
seal pups. Try making some overlap each other, and
some peeking in on the sides and bottom. Add
details such as floating ice, rocks, or clouds.

Step 4 After you have finished drawing the landscape
and the seals, you are ready to paint. Use colors to
show the weather or time of day.

Ready for more'Make art to tell a story about a cause you care about, as
Henry Wood Elliot did with fur seals. Can your pictures and words lead to
positive change? Create a meme, a cartoon, or a painting with an attached

story to help your cause.
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Henry Wood Elliot and Seal Art

Henry Wood Ellio(1846-1930) was one of the first

Western artists to work in Alaska. In addition to making

art, he was one of the first wildlife conservationists. For 22
years, Elliot made watercolor paintings of northern fur

seals and passionately spoke out about the overharvesting
of the fur seals in Alaska. This helped rescue these animals
from probable extinction.



https://ocean.si.edu/ocean-life/marine-mammals/wandering-fur-seal

