
Tradition and renewal

Tradition holds that for untold generations, Tanana Athabascans used 
the ridge the Fairbanks campus is built on, Troth Yeddha’, to pick wild 
potato. It was a meeting place and a place of sustenance, and it is still a 
place where people work together and find intellectual nourishment.

The University of Alaska Fairbanks is proud of the students here today who 
have continued this tradition of collaboration and learning. Commencement 
is a special time for graduates and their families and friends who come to 
share this momentous occasion. This ceremony represents an ending, a 
time of reward for academic endeavor successfully completed. In another 
sense it is truly a commencement, a beginning, for the learning process is an 
unending one, to which the years of formal schooling are only a prelude.

On May 3, 1917, Alaska Territorial Gov. John Strong signed the bill accepting a 
land grant from the U.S. government for the creation of a college in Fairbanks. 
In 2017, we celebrate 100 years of progress in higher education in Alaska.

Along with our graduates, the University of Alaska Fairbanks acknowledges 
with pride the contributions of those who will receive honorary degrees 
or meritorious service awards. The university also expresses gratitude to 
the dedicated faculty and staff who are retiring this year. Each has made 
a distinct contribution to the quality and reputation of this institution.



Congratulations!

UA President James R. Johnsen
Dear Graduate,
Completing your course of study and learning at the 
University of Alaska Fairbanks is a significant life 
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UNIVERSITY OF ALASKA FAIRBANKS
Commencement Exercises: May 6, 2017
Norm Davis, Class of 1984, will read graduates’ names as 
they cross the stage



Casey Winkleman, UAF music performance major

Ensemble 64.8 (UAF Percussion Group)
Director: Eric Retterer

Audience members are kindly requested to remain in their 
seats until the graduates have completed the recessional. 
Those seated on the second and third levels may exit the 
building through the second-floor doors.

Please join us in the Pioneer Room of the Carlson Center 
immediately following the ceremony for a reception 
sponsored by the UAF Alumni Association.

There are a limited number of personal hearing devices; go to 
any information table to obtain one.

Photos of individual graduates will be available through 
Grad Images, www.gradimages.com, 800-261-2576.

Exits are located on both levels of the building. Please take 
a moment to locate the two exits nearest your seat. In an 
emergency, information and directions will be announced. 
Please remain calm and follow all given instructions. In 
compliance with the Fairbanks fire marshal’s office, the aisles, 
walkways and doorways must remain clear at all times.





Graduation with Honors
Associate and baccalaureate degree students who graduated with honors in August and 
December and candidates for graduation in May wear a gold honor cord. Cumulative 
grade point averages required for graduating with honors are:

summa cum laude …… 3.9 or higher with no grades lower than an A- 
magna cum laude …… 3.75–3.8 • cum laude …… 3.5–3.74

Honors Program
The Honors Program graduation designation requires exceptional aptitude, academic 
performance and achievement in a challenging course of study. Honors students 
complete credits in specially designed courses and an honors capstone/senior thesis. 
Honors Thesis Scholars earned 12 honors credits and wear a long blue-trimmed 
and striped gold sash with a single blue and gold honor cord. University Honors 
Scholars earned 27 honors credits and wear the same sash with a double blue and gold 
honor cord.

Golden Key Honor Society
Golden Key is an international student-run service organization committed to meeting 
the needs of scholastic achievers. Members wear a gold medallion on a blue and gold 
ribbon, a gold satin sash with a blue logo, or a blue and gold honor cord.

Student Leadership Honors and Leadership Distinction
Student Leadership Honors recognition is granted to students who have made 
significant contributions to enhancing the mission of UAF, the surrounding community 
and the promotion of student life. Students receiving this recognition wear a burgundy 
honor cord. Graduation with Leadership Distinction recognition is granted to 
students who have displayed a commitment of excellence to themselves, UAF and their 
community. Students receiving this recognition wear a silver honor cord.

Honor Society of Phi Kappa Phi
The Honor Society of Phi Kappa Phi promotes the pursuit of excellence and the 
recognition of outstanding achievement. Membership is limited to the top students 
of each graduating class. Members wear a blue ribbon and a medallion bearing the 
symbolic seal of the society.

Student Ambassador Recognition and Honors
Students involved in the Student Ambassador Program have demonstrated outstanding 
campus leadership and have supported the growth of the university through outreach 
and community service. Ambassadors with 50 or more service hours graduate with 
Student Ambassador Honors. Students receiving honors recognition wear a blue and 
gold honor cord.

Honors Recognition
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The Class of 2017
Doctor of Philosophy Degrees

College of Engineering and Mines
D r.  D oug l a s  J .  G o e r ing ,  D e an

Anthony P . Mullin **
Ph.D. Engineering
B.S., Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey, 1982; B.S., Rutgers, The State University of New 
Jersey, 1982; M.E., University of Maine, 1996.
Thesis: Evaluation of Crack Sealing Techniques in Alaska’s Asphalt Concrete 

Pavements
Thermal cracking is one of the most prevalent asphalt concrete pavement distresses 
in Northern states and countries. Field observations were conducted on 91 asphalt 
concrete rural road sections of the contiguous road system in Alaska where three 
different evaluation methods were used and statistical methods employed to 
compare the data.

Major Professor: Dr. Jenny Liu

Henry James Frederick Penn *
Ph.D. Human Dimensions of Engineered Systems: Interdisciplinary Program
M.E., Loughborough University, 2012.
Thesis: Water Security in the Rural North: Responding to Change, Engineering 

Perspectives, and Community Focused Solutions
The research investigated how people respond to environmental change, with 
a focus on current climate and social change issues, to address the need for an 
alternative paradigm through which water security challenges in rural Alaska are 



* Summer degree recipient May 6, 2017   
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Reid Sinclair Brewer *
Ph.D. Marine Biology
B.S., United States Military Academy, 1995; M.S., University of Alaska Fairbanks, 2003.
Thesis: Population Biology and Ecology of the North Pacific Giant Octopus in the 

Eastern Bering Sea
Though the North Pacific giant octopus represents a significant incidental catch in 
Alaska, little is known about its ecology, and therefore management is also limited. 
A three-year mark-recapture study was performed to estimate growth, movement, 
reproduction, abundance and survival to guide future management of this data-
poor species.

Major Professor: Dr. Brenda Norcross

Catherine Patricia Chambers *
Ph.D. Fisheries
B.A., Drake University, 2004; M.S., Southern Illinois University Carbondale, 2008.
Thesis: Fisheries Management and Fisheries Livelihoods in Iceland

Small-scale fishing livelihoods are negatively impacted by fisheries management 
schemes that prioritize economic goals over other social goals such as access, 
participation, family, pride and identity. Conclusions from this dissertation 
underscore the complexity of marine social-ecological systems and the important 
(o)-15.6 .1 (e  (n)-2.1 -3.1 (e i)-28.-10.51 (e i)-28.-10.51 (e i)-28.-10.51 (e i)-28.-10.546r)-21.2 (i)0.564 (s o9fn <</L82.3968 57 (z)-25.8 (n)4.11 (e)-8.2 (m)-3.5 (e)-18.7 (s t)-37.5 (h)-11m)1.7 (p)2 9gf marineland
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** Fall degree recipient  
*** Summer 2017 candidate 

Thomas Farrugia***
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Charlotte Marie Regula-Whitefield **
Ph.D. 
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** Fall degree recipient  
*** Summer 2017 candidate 

Rebekah Lynn Burket 
Ph.D. Clinical-Community Psychology
A.A., University of Alaska Southeast, 2001; B.L.A., University of Alaska Southeast, 2004; M.S., 
University of Alaska Anchorage, 2011.
Thesis: We are the Safety Net: Skills for Suicide Prevention Evaluating a Training 

to Increase Recognition and Response to Signs of Suicide Among At-Risk 
Peers
An evaluation of a brief suicide prevention training showed that the intervention 
increased suicide literacy, confidence about safety planning, and self-efficacy when 
seeking help on behalf of an at-risk peer. Significant differences were found in the 
ability to recognize peers at risk for suicide and act effectively on their behalf.

Major Professors: Dr. Kendra Campbell and Dr. Inna Rivkin

Yvette Running Horse Collin 
Ph.D. Indigenous Studies
B.A., John Hopkins University, 1996; M.A., New York University, 2000.
Thesis: The Relationship Between the Indigenous Peoples of the Americas and the 

Horse: Deconstructing a Eurocentric Myth
This project deconstructs the history of the horse and its relationship with the 
indigenous peoples of the Americas. Critical indigenous research methodologies 
and grounded theory are utilized in tandem to reconstruct this history to include 
cross-cultural translation, the traditional knowledge of many indigenous peoples, 
Western scientific evidence, and historical records.

Major Professors: Dr. Raymond Barnhardt and Dr. Beth Leonard
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** Fall degree recipient  
*** Summer 2017 candidate 

Bonita Hope Dainowski 
Ph.D. Forensic Science: Interdisciplinary Program
B.A., Arizona State University, 2003; M.S., Bournemouth University, 2006.
Thesis: Environmental Forensics: An Innovative Technique Using Bone to Identify 

Mercury and Stable Isotope Levels in Internal Tissues of Wildlife in a 
Changing Western Alaska Environment
A forensic investigation using various tissues from Alaska red foxes (Vulpes vulpes) 
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Abraham Endalamaw***
Ph.D. 
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** Fall degree recipient  
*** Summer 2017 candidate 

Christian Kienholz **
Ph.D. Geophysics
B.S., University of Bern, 2007; M.S., University of Bern, 2010; M.S., University of Alaska 
Fairbanks, 2013.
Thesis: Current State of Alaska’s Glaciers and Evolution of Black Rapids Glacier 

Constrained by Observations and Modeling
A new complete glacier inventory for Alaska and neighboring Canada was derived 
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** Fall degree recipient  
*** Summer 2017 candidate 

Douglas Ogata 
Ph.D. Physics
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Carol Gering***
Ph.D. Online Education and Psychology: Interdisciplinary Program
A.A.S., University of Alaska Fairbanks, 2000; B.S., Southern Nazarene University, 1980; M.Ed., 
University of Alaska Fairbanks, 2008.
Thesis: Strengths-Based Analysis of Student Success in Online Courses

Online student success was evaluated through analysis of personal, circumstantial 
and course-related variables among 27,000 postsecondary enrollments. Additional 
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** Fall degree recipient  
*** Summer 2017 candidate 

Cameron D . Carlson 
Ph.D. Security and Disaster Management : Interdisciplinary Program
A.S., Brookdale Community College, 1984; B.S., Monmouth College, 1986; M.A., Weber 
University, 1995.
Thesis: Homeland Security and Emergency Management Education: An 

Investigation Into Workforce Needs
This study investigates the workforce needs of an integrated homeland security 
and emergency management education. In a post-9/11 environment, public 
safety and security challenges have become increasingly frequent and complex. 
Practitioners defined the basis for the core educational needs of an integrated and 
interdisciplinary program at the baccalaureate level.

Major Professors: Dr. Kevin Berry and Dr. O. Shawn Cupp

School of Management
D r.  Ma rk  He r r m ann ,  D e an

Melissa Marie Hill 
Ph.D. Education and Communication: Interdisciplinary Program
A.A., Spokane Community College, 1996; B.A., Eastern Washington University, 1999; M.Ed., 
University of Alaska Anchorage, 2008.
Thesis: Schools in Rural Alaska with Higher Rates of Student Achievement: A 

Search for Positive Deviance in Education
This study sought to identify schools in rural Alaska with higher rates of student 
achievement and study what factors contribute to that success. Using an advocacy 
worldview, the study concludes that schools in rural Alaska may never perform as a 
collective as well as or better than their urban counterparts.

Major Professor: Dr. Gary Jacobsen

Alice Pips Danielson Veazey 
Ph.D. Science of Team Science: Interdisciplinary Program
B.A., University of Hartford, 1983; B.A., Bates College, 1987; M.S., University of Alaska 
Fairbanks, 1994.
Thesis: Management of Large Interdisciplinary Team Science Projects: A Multi-

Methods Approach to Examining Competencies
A mixed-methods investigation used group concept mapping revealed five major 
competencies critical for team science managers: project management, shared 
leadership, personal competence, social competence and communication. Content 
analysis of position descriptions concluded that this suite of competencies is not 
reflected in current hiring practices for team science management positions.

Major Professor: Dr. John Monahan
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Dominique Joyelle Pride 
Ph.D. Natural Resources and Sustainability
B.B.A., Marshall University, 2007; M.S., University of Alaska Fairbanks, 2010.
Thesis: Valuing Residential Energy Efficiency in Two Alaska Real Estate Markets: 

A Hedonic Approach
The relationship between residential energy efficiency and the transaction prices of 
single-family homes in the Fairbanks and Anchorage, Alaska, real estate markets 
was analyzed using a hedonic pricing framework and difference-in-differences 
analysis. In both markets, energy-efficient homes sell for a price premium over less 
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** Fall degree recipient  
*** Summer 2017 candidate 

School of Natural Resources and 
Extension
D r.  D av i d  W.  Va l e nt in e ,  D i re c to r  o f  Ac a d e mic  P rog ram s

Miho Morimoto *
Ph.D. Natural Resources and Sustainability
B.S., Hokkaido University, 2009; M.S., Hokkaido University, 2011.
Thesis: Past, Current, and Future Forest Harvest and Regeneration Management 

in Interior Alaska Boreal Forest: Adaptation under Rapid Climate 
Change
Forest harvest management has a 40-year history in boreal Alaska. Historical 
forest harvest is much smaller than the allowable cut. Only white spruce receives 
regeneration assistance. Management affects regeneration weakly compared to 
landscape environmental factors. Regeneration, largely successful now, would begin 
to fail with warming. Adaptive management planning approaches are offered.

Major Professor: Dr. Glenn Juday

Jon Albert Skinner **
Ph.D. Polar Geography and Strategic Studies: Interdisciplinary  Program
A.A., University of Alaska Anchorage, 1986; B.A., University of Alaska Fairbanks, 1981; B.A., 
University of Alaska Fairbanks, 1983; M.S., Naval Postgraduate School, 1993.
Thesis: Russian Capacity to Develop its Offshore Hydrocarbon Resources in the 

Kara Sea: Arctic and Global Implications
The Kara Sea represents the largest unexploited oil and gas potential remaining 
for Russia.  Failure to achieve production at the pace they envision could impact 
its strategic stability.  Scenario narratives were developed to explore the complex 
drivers of hydrocarbon development in the Kara Sea.

Major Professor: Dr. Lawson Brigham
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The Class of 2017
Certificates, Associate, Baccalaureate 

and Master’s Degrees

Master’s Degrees

Benjamin Warren Bettisworth 
M.S., Computer Science

Patricia Ruiz Bowen *
M.S., Engineering Management

Daniel Aven Bross 
M.S., Computer Science

Elliot Devon Clausen 
M.S., Arctic Engineering

Paritosh Dhiman **
M.S., Petroleum Engineering. Golden Key Honor 
Society

Andrii Garan *
M.S., Mining Engineering

Tushar Gupta **
M.S., Mining Engineering

Panav Hulsurkar 
M.S., Petroleum Engineering

Morgan Marie Johnson **
M.S., Electrical Engineering



*  Summer degree recipient 
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** Fall degree recipient 

Stephen Everett Ringle 
magna ca 4e 7    
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Master’s Degrees

Matthew L . Albert *
M.S., Fisheries

Patrick M . Charapata *
M.S., Marine Biology

Kyle Brandon Dilliplaine 
M.S., Marine Biology

Michael Godin 
M.S., Fisheries



*  Summer degree recipient May 6, 2017   
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** Fall degree recipient 

Annmarie J . Robinson 
summa cum laude, B.A., Psychology

Ashly Ann Robinson **
B.A., Communication

Chelsea Brooke Roehl 
magna cum laude, B.A., Art

Aimee Bibb Roesel **
B.A., Social Work
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Evelyn Yazzie 
Bristol Bay Campus, B.A., Social Work

Lida ISrk
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Nicholas Allen Lock 
B.S., Geoscience: Geology

Rebekah Amy Pfaff Lyon 
B.S., Wildlife Biology and Conservation

Emalia Mayo 
magna cum laude, B.S., Biological Sciences

Megan Colleen McHugh 
B.S., Biological Sciences

Fabiana Dalmeida Meadows 
B.S., Wildlife Biology and Conservation

Gavin Michael Benjamin Meggert **
B.S., Biological Sciences

Mary Helen Mercier 
B.S., Wildlife Biology and Conservation

Cecelia Irene Missik 
B.S., Chemistry

Damon James Mosby 
B.S., Biological Sciences

Sara Mercedes Mustard 
magna cum laude, B.S., Mathematics

Aidan S . Myers 
B.S., Geography: Geospatial Sciences

Dorothy Rose O’Donnell 
B.S., Biological Sciences

Devin Parker **
B.S., Biological Sciences

Joshua Chris Shadday Purba 
magna cum laude, B.S., Geoscience: Geophysics

Amir Raz 
summa cum laude, B.S., Physics. University 
Honors Scholar

Dakota James Reimann-Kershner 
B.S., Geoscience: Geology

Olivia R . Rhines 
B.S., Chemistry: Biochemistry

Zachary B . Robinson **
B.S., Biological Sciences: Ecology and 
Evolutionary Biology

Zachary B . Robinson **
B.S., Wildlife Biology and Conservation

Zoe Elena Rodes 
magna cum laude, B.S., Biological Sciences: Cell 
and Molecular Biology. University Honors Scholar

Katie Ann Roseberry 
B.S., Biological Sciences

Erin Alyssia Rozell **
B.S., Biological Sciences: Cell and Molecular 
Biology

Tazheem K . Rubio 
B.S., Biological Sciences: Ecology and 
Evolutionary Biology

Nina O . Ruckhaus 
B.A., Biological Sciences

Erica Marie Ruerup 
B.S., Mathematics

Alayna Paige Rupert 
B.S., Mathematics

Jessica Ruth 
B.S., Biological Sciences: Ecology and 
Evolutionary Biology

Vanessa T . Santana Miranda 
magna cum laude, B.S., Biological Sciences: 
Physiology. Honors Thesis Scholar

Hanna R . Schempf *
B.S., Biological Sciences

Alexander Michael Shercliffe 
magna cum laude, B.S., Biological Sciences: 
Physiology

Hannah Taylor Short **
magna cum laude, B.S., Biological Sciences: 
Cell and Molecular Biology. 
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** Fall degree recipient 

Master’s Degrees

Thomas R . Okleasik **
M.A., Rural Development

Lacey Shoemaker **
M.A., Rural Development

Katya Anna Maria Wassillie 
M.A., Rural Development

Baccalaureate Degrees

Darling Joy Anderson 
cum laude, B.A., Rural Development: 
Community Research and Indigenous Knowledge

Victoria S . Baalam 
B.A., Rural Development: Community Research 
and Indigenous Knowledge

LeAnn Delores Bifelt 
B.A., Rural Development: Tribal and Local 
Government Administration

Francisca Charriez-Miranda 
Community and Technical College, B.A., Child 
Development and Family Studies: Family Support

Samantha Lyn Curry 
Community and Technical College, B.A., Child 
Development and Family Studies: Family Support

Margaret Kathleen Dullen 
B.A., Rural Development: Community Research 
and Indigenous Knowledge

Noelle Elise Hallan 
Community and Technical College, magna cum 
laude, B.A., Child Development and Family 
Studies: Infant and Toddler. Golden Key Honor 
Society

Michelle Leigh Harr 
Community and Technical College, B.A., Child 
Development and Family Studies

Ashley D
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Anna Tully Baird *
Interior Alaska Campus, A.S.

Alyssa Christine Baker **
Community and Technical College, cum laude, 
A.A.

Calvin James Baker **
Community and Technical College, A.A.S., 
Paramedicine

Melissa Barger **
Community and Technical College, A.A.

Louise LaRue Bauman **
Northwest Campus, A.A.S., Applied Business: 
Finance

Lacey Jo Becker 
Community and Technical College, A.A.

Sharon G . Beeman *
Community and Technical College, summa cum 
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** Fall degree recipient 

Chelsea Ashworth Chenoweth *
Community and Technical College, A.A.

Saemin Chi 
Interior Alaska Campus, A.S.

Lynn Marie Church 
Community and Technical College, A.A.S., 
Applied Business: Management

Mylinda Sue Cizmowski **
Community and Technical College, cum 
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Joshua Z . Gilbert 
Community and Technical College, A.A.

Rosemary Ann Gilmore *
Community and Technical College, A.A.S., 
Culinary Arts and Hospitality

Andrew James Glasgow 
Community and Technical College, A.A.S., 
Applied Business: Management

David Michael Glover 
Community and Technical College, cum laude, 
A.A.

Riley Q . Gorski **
Community and Technical College, magna cum 
laude, A.A.

Harrison F . Gottschling 
Community and Technical College, A.A.S., 
Information Technology Specialist: Network and 
System Administration

Tiffany Andrea Grace **
Community and Technical College, A.A.S., 
Paralegal Studies

Christina Marie Greenleaf *
Community and Technical College, A.A.S., 
Emergency Services: Municipal Fire Control

Anthony T . Greenparker **
Community and Technical College, A.A.

Beverly Joan Gregory 
Interior Alaska Campus, A.A.S., Tribal 
Management

Matthew Allen Gross 
Community and Technical College, A.A.S., 
Applied Business: Applied Management

Matthew Allen Gross 
Community and Technical College, A.A.S., 
Culinary Arts and Hospitality

Joshua Allen Haire *
Community and Technical College, A.A.S., 
Aviation Maintenance

Noah C . Hamm **
Community and Technical College, magna cum 
laude, A.A.S., Fire Science: Municipal Fire 
Control

Crosby Wyatt Hanson **
Community and Technical College, A.A.S., Fire 
Science: Municipal Fire Control

Crosby Wyatt Hanson **
Community and Technical College, A.A.S., 
Paramedicine

Laura Mae Harmon 
Community and Technical College, magna cum 
laude, A.A.S., Early Childhood Education

Stephanie Harvey 
Community and Technical College, summa cum 
laude, A.A.S., Information Technology Specialist: 
Network and Cybersecurity

Tyler S . Headley 
Community and Technical College, A.A.S., 
Paramedicine

Maria Heckman *
Interior Alaska Campus, A.A.S., Early Childhood 
Education

Carl Jennings Hedman Jr . 
Community and Technical College, A.A.S., 
Process Technology

Austin Wade Heineken **
Community and Technical College, A.A.S., Fire 
Science: Municipal Fire Control

Ollie Hendrick 
Community and Technical College, A.A.S., 
Culinary Arts and Hospitality

Kristina Rae Henry 
Community and Technical College, A.A.

Krystal L . Hensley 
Northwest Campus, A.A.S., Early Childhood 
Education

Brianna M . Hernandez **
Community and Technical College, A.A.S., 
Human Services: Addictions Counseling

Belina Marie Higdon 
Community and Technical College, A.A.S., 
Human Services: Addictions Counseling

Michael Ryan High 
Community and Technical College, magna cum 
laude, A.A.S., Fire Science: Municipal Fire 
Control. Golden Key Honor Society. Phi Kappa 
Phi Honor Society

Paula Rae Florence Hill **
Community and Technical College, A.A.S., 
Applied Business: Management

Holly Ann Hilleman 
Community and Technical College, A.A.

Kyle A . Hinds 
Community and Technical College, A.A.S., 
Process Technology

Kendra Christina Hoffman **
Kuskokwim Campus, A.A.S., Human Services

Geneva Doreen Holderby *
Community and Technical College, A.A.S., 
Medical Assistant

Andrea Hood 
Community and Technical College, summa cum 
laude, A.A.S., Applied Accounting

Elena Glenn Horner 
Community and Technical College, A.A.S., 
Process Technology

Steven Richard Houseweart 
Community and Technical College, A.A.S., 
Process Technology

Katie Rose Hovda 
Interior Alaska Campus, A.S.

Logan Kemp Howlett *
Community and Technical College, A.A.S., 
Emergency Services: Municipal Fire Control

Steven Dalton Hutcherson 
Community and Technical College, A.A.S., 
Process Technology

Steven Dalton Hutcherson 
Community and Technical College, A.A.

Cynthia Susan Inderrieden **
Community and Technical College, A.A.S., 
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** Fall degree recipient 

Donald Cilistok Isaacson 
Community and Technical College, A.A.

Trenton Joseph Jacobs 
Community and Technical College, A.A.S., 
Process Technology

Philip G . Jansen *
Community and Technical College, A.A.

Rose K . Jeffries *
Interior Alaska Campus, A.S.

Adam Jonas Johnsen **
Community and Technical College, A.A.

Kimberlee Ann Johnson *
Community and Technical College, A.A.S., 
Paramedicine

Quinten W . Johnson *
Community and Technical College, A.A.S., 
Emergency Services: Municipal Fire Control

Quinten W . Johnson 
Community and Technical College, A.A.S., 
Paramedicine

James Raymond Johnstone **
Community and Technical College, A.A.S., Fire 
Science: Municipal Fire Control

John Thomas Jones **
Community and Technical College, A.A.S., 
Paramedicine

Columbus Jones Jr . **
Community and Technical College, A.A.S., 
Aviation Maintenance

Daniel Curtis Jordan 
Community and Technical College, cum laude, 
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** Fall degree recipient 

Anders Ichiro Ogawa 
Community and Technical College, magna cum 
laude, A.A.S., Emergency Services: Municipal 
Fire Control

Anders Ichiro Ogawa 
Community and Technical College, magna cum 
laude, A.A.S., Paramedicine

Robin Sukhee Oh **
Community and Technical College, A.A.S., 
Medical Assistant

Gussie Lynn Olanna **
Northwest Campus, A.A.S., Early Childhood 
Education

Nicole Ruth Otton 
Community and Technical College, A.A.S., 
Applied Accounting

Richard Nelson Pabey **
Community and Technical College, magna cum 
laude, A.A.S., Aviation Maintenance

Christopher D . Painter **
Community and Technical College, A.A.S., 
Aviation Maintenance

Okjin Pak 
Community and Technical College, A.A.S., 
Information Technology Specialist: Network and 
System Administration

Zachary R . Palmer 
Community and Technical College, A.A.S., 
Information Technology Specialist: Network and 
Cybersecurity

Christina Parks 
Community and Technical College, A.A.

Lacree L . Parrish 
Community and Technical College, A.A.S., 
Process Technology

Martin D . Parsons 
Community and Technical College, A.A.S., 
Process Technology

Thomas James Pauling **
Community and Technical College, A.A.S., 
Aviation Maintenance

Alesia Ann Peters **
Community and Technical College, A.A.S., Dental 
Assistant

Vivian M . Peters 
Community and Technical College, A.A.S., Early 
Childhood Education

Stephanie Lee Pitka 
Community and Technical College, A.A.S., 
Applied Accounting

Sarah Diana Post 
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Benjamin Peter Schrage 
Community and Technical College, A.A.S., 
Emergency Services: Wildland Fire Control

Nicole F . Schreder *
Community and Technical College, A.A.S., 
Medical Assistant

Luke Marshall Schruf 
Community and Technical College, magna cum 
laude, A.A.S., Process Technology

Keshya Maree Scott **
Community and Technical College, A.A.S., 
Applied Business: Management

Laniece Faye Serfling 
Community and Technical College, A.A.S., 
Medical Assistant

Gabriella K . Sergie 
Community and Technical College, A.A.

Shellie Teresa Severa 
Community and Technical College, magna cum 
laude, A.A.S., Paralegal Studies

Chance W . Shank 
Interior Alaska Campus, cum laude, A.A.

Chance W . Shank 
Interior Alaska Campus, cum laude, A.S.

Josh Giff Sheppard 
Community and Technical College, A.A.S., 
Process Technology

Cheryl R . Silas 
Interior Alaska Campus, A.A.

Mary Jo Gasmin Skaggs *
Community and Technical College, A.A.S., 
Applied Accounting

Christopher Ryan Skan 
Community and Technical College, A.A.S., 
Information Technology Specialist: Computing 
Technology

Rilen Cole Skieens **
Community and Technical College, A.A.S., Fire 
Science: Municipal Fire Control

Nicole Dawn Skinner 
Community and Technical College, cum laude, 
A.A.S., Applied Business: Human Resources

Lindsey M . Sliger 
Community and Technical College, cum laude, 
A.A.

Megan Sliger 
Community and Technical College, magna cum 
laude, A.A.

Daniel J . Smith *
Community and Technical College, A.A.S., 
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Michael Patrick Walton **
Community and Technical College, A.A.S., 
Professional Piloting

Sarah K . Webb 
Community and Technical College, magna cum 
laude, A.A.S., Fire Science: Municipal Fire 
Control

Vincent Leland Weibel 
Interior Alaska Campus, A.S.

Madeline Taylor Wenzlick **
Interior Alaska Campus, A.S.

H . Jodella Wheat 
Community and Technical College, A.A.

Galina Vladimirovna White *
Community and Technical College, A.A.
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Nicole Brookshire *
Community and Technical College, Cert., Dental 
Assistant

Jesse Lee Bruno **
Community and Technical College, Cert., 
Automotive Technology

Melanie Buck *
Community and Technical College, Cert., Medical 
Assistant

Lawreen R . Buresch **
Interior Alaska Campus, Cert., Tribal 
Management

Scott D . Burns 
Community and Technical College, Cert., Diesel/
Heavy Equipment

Steven Busick *
Community and Technical College, Cert., 
Airframe and Powerplant

Robin L . Campbell **
Interior Alaska Campus, Cert., Tribal 
Management

Keilyn Margaret Carlos **
Bristol Bay Campus, Cert., Community Health

Karina Ann Catalone K a r i n a  A n n  C a t a l o n e  
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Blake Larson 
Community and Technical College, Cert., Diesel/
Heavy Equipment

Cindy Lee Lawrence 
Kuskokwim Campus, Cert., Community Health

Kisha Renee Lee 
Kuskokwim Campus, Cert., Rural Human 
Services

Pamela Marie Lehman **
Interior Alaska Campus, Cert., Accounting 
Technician

Alonzo C



*  Summer degree recipient
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Allen Callahan Sisto **
Interior Alaska Campus, Cert., Construction 
Trades Technology: Carpentry

Jeffrey A . Skelly 
Community and Technical College, Cert., Diesel/
Heavy Equipment

Lauren Suzanne Slater *
Community and Technical College, Cert., Dental 
Assistant

Patrick James Smith *
Community and Technical College, Cert., Diesel/
Heavy Equipment

Russell G . Smith **
Community and Technical College, Cert., 
Airframe and Powerplant

Terricka Latrice Snowden *
Community and Technical College, Cert., Dental 
Assistant

Hannah Dorothy Soland **
Community and Technical College, Cert., 
Airframe and Powerplant

Magen Marie Spencer 
Interior Alaska Campus, Cert., Rural Human 
Services

Ashley E .
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** Fall degree recipient 

Master’s Degrees

Mercedes Lynn Anderson 
M.Ed., Special Education

Benjamin Isaac Delano Aschenbrenner 
M.Ed., Education

Ashleigh Brooke Atkinson *
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John Jay Sassman **
M.Ed., Education: Elementary Education

Elizabeth Samara Sewell **
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Master’s Degrees

Sierra Rain Begich Slade 
MBA, Business Administration: General 
Management

Grainne Elizabeth Bonestroo 
MBA, Business Administration: General 
Management

Jamie E . Boyle *
MBA, Business Administration: General 
Management

Nathaniel Christopher Burke 
M.S., Resource and Applied Economics

Soren Butler 
MBA, Business Administration: General 
Management

Shelby Cristy Carlson **
MBA, Business Administration: General 
Management. Golden Key Honor Society

Umut Chakan 
MBA, Business Administration: Capital Markets

Megan Jennifer Colley 
MBA, Business Administration: General 
Management

Amanda Desiree Dixon 
MBA, Business Administration: General 
Management

Agatha Irene Erickson *
MBA, Business Administration: General 
Management

Garrett Dean Evridge *
M.S., Resource and Applied Economics

Angelene Doris Faulkner 
MBA, Business Administration: General 
Management

Vladyslav Aleksandr Ferderer 
MBA, Business Administration: General 
Management

Andrea Ferrante 
MBA, Business Administration: General 
Management

Patrick J . Gargan 
M.S.D.M., Homeland Security and Emergency 
Management

Brandy Kay Gloria 
MBA, Business Administration: General 
Management

Gabriel J . Graf 
MBA, Business Administration: General 
Management

Jane S . Groseclose 
MBA, Business Administration: General 
Management

John Gyaben *
MBA, Business Administration: General 
Management

Charles David Hayes Charles David Hayes Charles David Hayes 
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Noelle Joy Graham 
B.B.A., Economics

Jordan Gustafson 
B.E.M., Homeland Security and Emergency 
Management: Emergency Management

Connor Noel Hajdukovich 
B.B.A., Business Administration: General 
Business

Brian James Hamerly **
B.E.M., Homeland Security and Emergency 
Management: Fire Administration. Student 
Leadership Honors

Matthew Heath **
B.E.M., Homeland Security and Emergency 
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Ryan A . Paskvan 
B.E.M., Emergency Management

Gretchen Petrie 
B.B.A., Business Administration: Marketing

Mason Everett Pfrimmer **
B.B.A., Business Administration: General 
Business

Kathryn Louise Pound 
magna cum laude, B.B.A., Accounting

Erin Marie Rabon Ethridge **
B.B.A., Accounting

Tracy Wade Reeves **
B.B.A., Business Administration: Finance

Melissa Rundell Refuerzo **
B.B.A., Business Administration: General 
Business

John Wesley Renfro Jr . **
B.B.A., Business Administration: Marketing

Richard F . Rifley II **
B.E.M., Homeland Security and Emergency 
Management: Fire Administration, Homeland 
Security

Ana Paulina Rodriguez Moreno *
B.B.A., Accounting

Sarah M . Saarloos 
B.E.M., Homeland Security and Emergency 
Management: Emergency Management

Jay A
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Master’s Degrees

Christin Elizabeth Anderson *
M.S., Natural Resources Management

Shannon Busby *
M.S., Natural Resources Management

Tricia Marie Kent 
M.N.R.M.G., Natural Resources Management 
and Geography

John P . Krapek **
M.S., Natural Resources Management

Sarah Marissa Liben 
M.N.R.M.G., Natural Resources Management 
and Geography

Lauren Rae Lynch 
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Emeriti Recognition
MR. WILLIAM BARNES

Associate Professor of Computer and  
Information Technology, Emeritus

Mr. William Barnes has served the University of Alaska Fairbanks with distinction in teaching 
and public service from 2009 to 2017.

He also served the University of Alaska Anchorage Kodiak Campus from 1984 to 2004; and has 
been dedicated to his students’ success, both in the classes he taught and in job placement support.

Mr. Barnes developed and expanded the Computer and Information Technology program, 
particularly with improvements in the Cisco Networking Academy and additions in cybersecurity.

He served very effectively in a wide range of professional and public service roles, including 
as a faculty advisor in the Academic Advising Center, an advisor and manager for the Arctic 
Innovation Competition, a docent for the University of Alaska Museum of the North, and a 
member of the Information Technology Committee of Fairbanks Memorial Hospital, among other 
activities.

The University of Alaska Fairbanks expresses its deep appreciation to Mr. William Barnes for his 
extensive contributions to the State of Alaska and to the University.

DR. JAMES BEGÉT
Professor of Geology, Emeritus

Dr. James Begét has served the University of Alaska Fairbanks with distinction in teaching, 
research and public service from 1984 to 2016.

He was indispensable in teaching many courses needed by Geoscience majors, including 
geomorphology, glacial and periglacial geology, quaternary dating methods, and physical geology; 



Emeriti Recognition
MS. LAURA BENDER

Director of the Graduate School and  
Interdisciplinary Programs, Emeritus

Ms. Laura Bender has served the University of Alaska Fairbanks with distinction from 1983 
to 2017.

She capably assisted fisheries and marine sciences students from 1983 to 2004, rising to the 
position of Graduate Program Coordinator for the School of Fisheries and Ocean Sciences; and 
since 2004 has been dedicated to the success of graduate students across all of the University of 
Alaska Fairbanks in her roles at the Graduate School.

Ms. Bender knows more about graduate programs, Graduate School policies and procedures, and 
graduate students than any other person at the University.



Emeriti Recognition
DR. CATHERINE HANKS

Professor of Petroleum Geology, Emeritus
Dr. Catherine Hanks has served the University of Alaska Fairbanks with distinction in teaching, 
research and public service from 1992 to 2017.

She expertly taught sedimentary and structural geology for petroleum engineers, as well as courses 
in reservoir characterization and petroleum geology, among many others; and mentored sixteen 
master’s and doctoral degree recipients in geology, petroleum engineering and geophysics.



Emeriti Recognition
MR. DIXON JONES

Library Graphic Designer, Emeritus
Mr. Dixon Jones has served the University of Alaska Fairbanks with distinction from 1989 to 2017.

He has provided outstanding service to many units across the University, including the Alaska 
Center for Energy and Power, Alaska Native Language Center, College of Fisheries and Ocean 
Sciences, Fire and Police Departments, Geophysical Institute, KUAC, Summer Sessions and 
Lifelong Learning, University of Alaska Museum of the North, and University of Alaska Press, as 
well as the Library.

Mr. Jones has provided a wide range of excellent designs, including dozens of covers for books, 
handbooks, directories, catalogs and other publications, along with hundreds of brochures, signs 
and posters; and is widely respected for his attentiveness to clients, eye for detail, productivity and 
creativity; and has been exemplary in his work to visually represent the University mission and 
unique character.

He won national recognition from the American Association of Museums for a design project in 
collaboration with University of Alaska Museum of the North staff.

The University of Alaska Fairbanks expresses its deep appreciation to Mr. Dixon Jones for his 
extensive contributions to the State of Alaska and to the University.

DR. MARY KESKINEN
Associate Professor of Geology, Emeritus

Dr. Mary Keskinen has served the University of Alaska Fairbanks with distinction in teaching, 
research and public service from 1984 to 2016.

She was the first woman hired into a tenure track position by the University of Alaska Fairbanks 
Department of Geology and Geophysics, and has served as a role model for women students and 
faculty as they have increasingly populated the geosciences.

Dr. Keskinen was a mainstay in delivering the undergraduate and graduate geology curricula, 
teaching courses in igneous and metamorphic petrology, optical mineralogy, physical geology, 
mineralogy, and petrographic analysis.

She conducted research on topics including tectonics and petrology in Alaska and California, and 
the application of petrology and geochemistry to geothermal exploration and development; and 
served in important professional and public service roles, including serving as a panelist for the 
Ford Foundation minority scholarship and fellowship program.

The University of Alaska Fairbanks expresses its deep appreciation to Dr. Mary Keskinen for her 
extensive contributions to the State of Alaska and to the University.
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Emeriti Recognition
DR. DEBORAH MCLEAN

Bristol Bay Campus Director, Emeritus
Dr. Deborah McLean has served the University of Alaska Fairbanks with distinction in 
administration, teaching, and public service from 1993 to 2017.

She was a pioneering Early Childhood Education faculty member in the region before becoming 





Architect, business owner and community 
advocate

Charles Bettisworth
Mr. Charles Bettisworth is a lifelong Alaska resident 
and dedicated member of the Fairbanks community. As 
a business owner and active community participant, he 
has contributed to City and State economic development 
efforts for many years.

As founder of one of Alaska’s largest architecture firms, Mr. Bettisworth has a 
professional vision and commitment to community building. His work totals 
some ninety projects in communities throughout the State and includes K-12 
education projects, housing for seniors, visitor centers, and health care and 
recreation facilities, all dedicated to making life for Alaskans better.

Mr. Bettisworth’s work as an architect was recognized through his induction 
to the College of Fellows of the American Institute of Architects in 2015, an 
invitation extended only to those who have made a significant contribution to 
architecture and society, and who have achieved a high standard of excellence 
in the profession.

With a strong commitment to Alaska, Mr. Bettisworth has been asked to bring 
his insights to bear on a number of boards and commissions throughout the 
State. In Fairbanks these include the Golden Heart Community Foundation, 
the Fairbanks Downtown Association and the Boy Scouts of America Board of 
Directors.

The dedication of Mr. Bettisworth toward improving the economic and social 
well-being of Alaska has led to many other honors as well, including the City 
of Fairbanks’ Outstanding Citizen of 2014, the Alaska Chamber’s 2015 Alaskan 
of the Year, and, as a joint honor with his wife, Ms. Karen Perdue, the 2016 
Distinguished Citizen of the Year from the Midnight Sun Council Boy Scouts of 
America.

Honorary Doctor of Laws
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Scientist, ecologist and mentor

M. Torre Jorgenson
Mr. M. Torre Jorgenson has developed an outstanding 
international reputation in permafrost sciences, 
including geomorphology, ecology, botany, hydrology, 
soil science and, in particular, the linkages between 
each of these disciplines. He possesses a remarkable 
and deep understanding of the natural history of 
permafrost. He has made stellar contributions to the 

field through his recognition and documentation of the diversity of ways in 
which permafrost forms and responds to environment over time scales ranging 
from decades to millennia.

Mr. Jorgenson’s contributions to the University of Alaska Fairbanks began 
when he worked as a camp manager at Toolik Field Station, a position that 
fueled his interest in science and that inspired him to apply to the Master of 







Gowns, Hoods and Mortarboards
Three types of black gowns may be distinguished in UAF’s academic procession. 
Certificate, associate and baccalaureate gowns have long, pointed sleeves. Master’s 
gowns have oblong sleeves with an arc cut away in the front. Doctoral gowns are faced 
with velvet and have bell-shaped sleeves with three bars of velvet.

UAF’s master’s and doctoral degree candidates will receive their hoods today, 
signifying they have gone beyond the bachelor’s degree to a higher level of academic 
achievement. UAF’s colors are blue and gold, and these colors line the inside of each 
hood. The velvet trim signifies the scholar’s field of study: master of arts, white; master 
of business administration, drab; master of education, light blue; master of engineering, 
orange; master of fine arts, brown; master of science, yellow; and doctor of philosophy, 
dark blue.

The square Oxford cap, or mortarboard, is black and has a long tassel fastened to the 
middle of the top. Some colleges and universities use the soft beret, but the prevailing 
style of cap is the traditional mortarboard. For undergraduates receiving their first 
degree, the tassel is customarily worn on the right side and shifted to the left after 
receiving the diploma. At UAF, the black tassel is worn on the cap for all certificate, 
associate, baccalaureate and master’s degrees, and gold tassels are worn for all doctoral 
degrees.

Chancellor’s Medallion
The UAF chancellor’s medallion signifies the authority vested in the chancellor. The 
chancellor wears a metal alloy medallion designed in 2016 by Todd Sherman, a professor 
of art and dean of UAF’s College of Liberal Arts. The medallion features the head of a 
polar bear — a nanook — based on an art piece also made by Sherman that hangs in 
the chancellor’s office. The medallion is the result of a collaboration between Sherman, 


