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Thesis: The Treeline Ecotone in Interior Alaska - From Theory to 

Planning and the Ecology in Between 
 

Treeline trees in Interior Alaska show three growth-responses 

to warming: enhanced, decreased (most trees ¤ 40 percent), 

non-significant. Growth-response cannot be explained only by 

landscape position. Modeled growth projections show possible 

elimination of white spruce at some locations in Denali and 

Gates of the Arctic national parks due to drought stress. 
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