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Presentation Notes
So the environmental factors are important, but they don’t explain the whole picture.  What other factors could be contributing to the patterns we are seeing?At the inner bay we frequently observed sea stars actively preying on barnacles. Abundance of sea stars may explain the variation in barnacle cover better than environmental factors. The abundance of kelp near the rocks could also be an important factor as these are supplying spores which develop into kelp recruits.The low recruitment we observed at the glacially-influenced sites has implications for the stability of these kelp beds. Successful recruitment is necessary to replace adults that die. If adult kelp are wiped out by a disturbance event, such as a large storm, the population could be slow to recover given such a low recruitment rate. Future changes in the magnitude of glacial discharge could also exacerbate these already low recruitment rates. 
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